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Editorial

Welcome to the Spring edition of Stepout which is different
from previous issues. Probably over 50% of our members do not walk
with a group. This is because walkers join for varying reasons, for
some it is the social side of walking with a Group, finding new places
to walk in company and so on. Others join because they wish to
support the work of the RA by keeping paths open and improving
access to the countryside. The purpose of this edition is to try and
demonstrate the work that is carried out by Area, it is not just going
for a walk, it is actively working on paths by installing stiles for
example, or entering dialogue with various statutory bodies or perhaps
becoming a mystery walker. Some of you out there might like to help
but think that because you do not walk with a Group that you cannot
become involved. Well you can, just contact one of the Area Officers
who will gladly offer help. Rather than my words I reproduce below a
letter from one of our members, published in Walk magazine which
demonstrates the contribution made by Ramblers in preserving our
walking environment.

On the right path
Having just read Tom Franklin's letter, 1 had to let you know that
our council and Stone Ramblers have taken steps to be forerunners in
keeping footpaths open in these times of great budget restraints.
Stafford Council provides tools, wood and safety equipment, while Stone
Ramblers provide the manpower. We've got a volunteer working party
who go out on a regular basis repairing and replacing stiles, fingerposts,
gates and fences. While the Ramblers are willing workers, they could
not do this without the backing of the council, and all should be
applauded for the work that's involved in keeping our local rights of way
open and safe.
Kay Cope, Staffordshire
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Chairmands Message April 2011

Being re-elected Chairman at the AGM was also a vote for
change in the Area as I prefaced my election with an embrace of the
Ramblers Business Plan and highlighted what we had to do in the
Area and our Groups to deliver on it.

I was not surprised to see some members vote against my
election — we are a democracy and they have their views which we have
to respect. Recently we have had some difficult times to deal with
internally but I believe the Area and the Groups will be the better and
stronger for the debate and revelations that came out. Groups are of
course part of the Area and it is Area that creates Groups or in fact re-
models the way we serve the communities.

I was pleased to have Dick Turton elected to support me in the
business plan work — Dick is a really good addition as he has a great
ability to project manage and has already shown Central Office a trick
or two! Our Groups have the Recruitment Package to embrace and we
hope this does in fact help stop the decline in membership and help
Groups increase members.

What do we do that others do not? We are in fact protecting the
rights of walkers to go where the law says they can, or in fact where
development plans may deprive us of the right to access and walking.
Our local Groups run walks and whilst many see this as a walking
club we must look at what we actually pay for and support as a
“Rambler” instead of a person who goes walking (a rambler maybe).
Groups without short (I mean around 5 miles) walks regularly but with
say 9, 10 and 11 mile walks week after week after week are stopping
newer walkers or those looking for shorter (time commitment) walks
from getting benefit from joining. We will examine the fortunes of
Groups membership numbers allied to their walk programme.

Challenges for 2011 include the Roaches management plan
changes with Peak District National Park Authority, and the
destruction of countryside and footpaths / bridleways by the High
Speed rail route western Y section. HS2 IS a real Staffordshire issue
and not just for Lichfield Group. When the next phase is mapped it
will thrust up the County with devastating consequences if it is not
opposed.

As for The Roaches I see the Ramblers having a key role to play
in forming the future of any new management. I am pleased we are

3



working with Staffordshire Wildlife Trust but also we have attended
another public participation event in Leek (your reps Eddie Dawson
and David Fowler as well as members of Leek Group and myself
attended on 2nd March).

I was shocked for us to be labelled “the Radical Ramblers” by
the organiser of the meeting. I asked why she felt that we were radical
and was told it was because Ramblers always objected to everything.
This is not so but I do accept it is a public preconception which we
need to dispel. I said we upheld the law of the land that was there to
benefit the public to have access and the freedom to pass without
hindrance on rights of way — on foot — in the same way as you expected
to be able to drive a car down a road without a road block.

It is obvious we need to work on our Public Face and our image
which is much more than going walking and huddles of elderly folk
with flasks and sandwiches.

I welcome the Notts, Derbys and Staffs 40 Group beginning —
already we have seen “over age” 20-30 group members taking up the
new Group programme. We have to find ways to embrace more
members and to shift our average age down a few years.

Please do not hesitate to phone me (01543 473022) or send me
an e-mail to chairman@heartofenglandway.org
Graham Rothery Chairman

The Roaches

An exploratory meeting was held at Marsh Farm in Meerbrook
between the groups with a vested interest in access to the Roaches
and Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, an applicant, favoured by Staffs Area,
for the lease.

David Fowler and I attended and sought reassurance from SWT
that no change would be made to the present position of free and open
access. We were assured that prevailing conditions would be upheld.
Concerns were made of free roaming dogs and stated they would need
to restrict this problem in certain areas. They also suggested that
volunteers from user groups would be welcomed to help maintain the
infrastructure. This was accepted by us so long as there was dialogue
with all concerned. To this end, we suggested a forum for collective
planning and then an ongoing focus group should the SWT application
be successful.

SWT are to summarise our meeting and advise us of their next
move.

Your Staffs Area reps are to attend a further meeting in Leek led by
another leasing applicant consortium.
Eddie Dawson.
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Footpath Matters

As I write at the start of 2011 I wait to see how Staffordshire
County Council budget cuts will affect rights of way work in the
County. The prediction so far is that there will not be any Staff cut
during 2011, although the budget for work on public rights of way,
stiles, gates and clearance work is likely to be cut. I submitted 105
footpath complaints to Staffordshire County Council during 2010, and
the County Council have over the year improved their customer service
and are acknowledging complaints by return of post. Many footpath
complaints are being resolved within a few months of the complaint.
This has only been achieved by lobbying County Councillors over
several months.

We received 178 planning applications from around the County
from the various District Councils, a significant number of which did
affect public rights of way and we were able to comment and warn the
Councils of the possible loss of a footpath. Staffordshire County
Council submitted 24 footpath diversion consultations to the society.
Along with the District Footpath Secretaries, site visits were made to
all of the 24 and we were able to suggest improved alternatives on
several occasions, all of which were accepted by the County Council.
We received 73 public path orders from the County Council with only
one being objected to, Warslow Parish footpath 21 in the Staffordshire
Moorlands. Footpath 21 Warslow Parish climbs a hillside by a gradual
gradient; the proposed diversion is very steep, at an unacceptable
gradient. As a result of the Ramblers' Association objection
Staffordshire County Council have now resumed negotiations for an
improved and more acceptable diversion.

Some ten or more years ago there was a development at Red
Lion Farm Haughton Stafford Borough, involving new farm buildings,
which required two footpaths to be diverted. Stafford Borough Council
made the order to divert the paths and later confirmed the order.
Unfortunately the diversions on the ground did not take place, so for
over ten years there has been no public access to the paths. However
although it has taken me over 12 months to persuade Staffordshire
County Council to reinvestigate I can now confirm that both footpaths
will be open and usable early in 2011.

I am pleased to report the following public rights of way were
opened up during 2010, Alrewas footpath 36, Penkridge bridleway 40,
Croxden footpath 28, Church Eaton footpath 0.1310, High Offley
bridleway 25, Burntwood footpath 2, Bradley bridleway 7, Okeover
footpath 7, and Yoxall footpath 54.



We have identified 15 footpaths around Lichfield District which
will be affected by the High Speed 2 (HS2) railway line. To date there is
no information from the HS2 Company as to how they plan to deal
with the footpaths affected by the new line, and work is not expected
to start before 2019. However we intend to ensure that none of the
footpaths will be lost.

Harry W Scott Area Footpath Secretary

Area Vice 0 Chairman, (Projects) 0 What Does It Mean?

You may hear this new role referred to from time to time within

your Group and wonder what it’s all about.
Just to be clear initially regarding the Vice —Chairmen part. This
means that I've agreed to help Graham Rothery with one or two things
within the Area and to take over from him at any Area meetings he is
unable to attend. It doesn’t mean that I'm in any way the next Area
Chairman ‘in —training’ — that most certainly is not the case.

So what about the (Projects), part of the title then? Projects
relate to activities that are undertaken within the Area in support of
the Ramblers Business Plan, 2010/2011. You may have hard about
this document elsewhere in this edition of Step Out, but the key items
with respect to projects are the prioritised objectives listed within the
Plan. These are:-

Priority 1 — Membership. (To end the 2011 year with more members
than we started with).

Priority 2 — Income. (Generating more charitable income).

Priority 3 — Footpaths. (Protecting and improving the path network).
Priority 4 — More Efficiency and Effectiveness.

Now taken out of context these aims can appear somewhat simplistic,
but to avoid having to risk inflicting ‘information overload’ what they
are basically about is getting the Ramblers back into the growing,
campaigning organisation that we all want it to be. The idea of the
Business Plan is somewhat new to the Ramblers organisation, so exact
details of how we are meant to contribute as an Area towards helping
to fulfil these goals is not yet clear, but it seems obvious to most of us
that we must make a start sooner rather than later if we’re to halt the
declines of the past few years.

As you’ll see, Membership is the number one priority, and is
very influential on the other aims as well. (We can’t hope to generate
income, maintain footpaths to the level we want or improve our
efficiency and effectiveness, without the support of a strong
membership). Unfortunately membership has been falling gradually
for the past 10 years and so the first aim of the Plan is to at least halt
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this. (I.e. having more members by the end of 2011 than we started
with).

I know that Groups spend a considerable amount of time and

effort trying to recruit new faces and that even when they are
successful , the numbers of people not renewing each year, can more
than wipe out any gains. (We’re running very hard to nearly stand-still
— is what’s been said to me on a number of occasions).
We’re anticipating a more carefully integrated membership recruitment
plan from the people in Central Office in the future, so that we can
plan recruiting initiatives into our walks programmes rather than have
to find resources for them after the plans are published. However,
until that time we can only do our best with what comes along if we’re
to make any progress at all. (e.g. Membership March, Get Walking
Day, Festival of Winter Walks, etc.).

What we’re trying to do to back this up is to build on successes
that individual Groups have had in their past recruiting campaigns
and in support of this were creating a support document called
Membership Recruitment And Retention In Staffordshire Area, (which
can be seen on the Area web-site under Membership), which is
designed to provide guidance for recruiting in the form of both official
information and examples of successful recruiting from Groups across
our Area.

This represents only the very start of what is likely to be a long
period of effort by all the Area and Group volunteers to assist in
restoring the fortunes of the Ramblers - at a time when finances
nationally are being severely restrained to say the least.

Therefore I would ask you please to offer whatever help you can to
your Group officers as they seek ways to increase membership and
ultimately help boost the effectiveness of the Ramblers with its wider
campaigns across the country.

Dick Turton. Area Vice — Chairman, (Projects).

South Staffs District Report

Since the end of last year there have been very few changes to
the Right of Way network in South Staffordshire. The Diversion Orders
for the two footpaths at Burnhill Green in Patshull Parish have now
been confirmed. Both paths start from the village. No. 23 goes to the
church and has been moved to the field edge in the second field.
Although slightly longer it is a more attractive route as it affords
pleasant views of Decoy Wood and Patshull Pool with its attendant
wildlife. Path No. 28 leaves Snowdon Road and passes behind the
village to Pattingham Road and this is now along the field edge.
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John Gilmer and his team of volunteers from Stourbridge
Group have carried out some excellent work to maintain the footpaths
around Enville, Bobbington and Kinver. John brought along some
photographs to the Area AGM to show a 24 feet footbridge with
handrails they had erected over a stream on the edge of The
Sheepwalks at Enville. This was badly needed as I remember getting
very wet and muddy feet when walking the path. [ urge members to go
and enjoy a walk over The Sheepwalks and admire the new bridge,
remembering that it was built by our volunteers. The team have also
spent a lot of time clearing overgrown paths and repairing stiles for
which we all give a huge vote of thanks.

Mid — Staffs Countryside Secretary Celia Cox has been kept
busy monitoring planning applications for any damaging to the
countryside and has objected to the King Street Wind Farm. The
outcome of the Council's decision on this is not known as I write this,
but we all hope it will be refused.

Unfortunately the Rodbaston Wind Farm went to appeal and
the Inspector's decision came last December. He decided to grant
permission for the Wind Farm which was a huge blow to the objectors,
especially The Ramblers' Association. Penkridge Parish will now be the
first parish in South Staffs to be cursed with wind turbines over 200
feet high and unfortunately for walkers using the one public footpath
across to the Staffs & Worcs Canal there will be a wind turbine on
each side of the path. I spent an enormous amount of time and effort
objecting to this wind farm as I live very close to the area, but it did
not carry much weight as inspectors take little note of footpaths.

Through the Parish Paths Partnership scheme I acquired two
kissing gates to be erected on the Staffordshire Way in Penkridge, near
Preston Vale Farm, to replace the old stiles. I have also persuaded the
County Council to move the stile of footpath no. 32 in Penkridge
Parish which was inaccessible in the middle of a pond which has
expanded over the years.

The Planning Applications have increased since the start of the
year and I wish to thank the Local Footpath Secretaries for responding
to them and walking their paths and reporting problems, especially
ploughing and cropping as there are still some problem areas.

There are vacancies for Parish Footpath Secretaries in Cheslyn
Hay, Great Wyrley, Featherston Essington, Swindon and Himley. If you
can volunteer to look after one of these please contact me on 01785
712977. Training can be provided
Marjorie Cashmore, South Staffs District Footpath Secretary



Ploughed and Cropped Paths

This year has seen many Rights of Way obstructed by crops.
The problem is widespread throughout our county and many
complaints have been submitted to the County Council. Even the
Staffordshire Way is badly obstructed, in South Staffs District.
Unfortunately the Council is taking very little enforcement action. It
should be forwarding all complaints to the Rural Payments Agency
who penalise farmers for breach of Cross-compliance regulation.

If you encounter paths obstructed by growing crops please
report the matter to the County Council. The means to do appear
below.

Unfortunately, there are many other problems on some paths
in Staffordshire and we would like you to report these as well to the
County Council's Footpath Team.

Please report them to the relevant Council, for Staffordshire
County the address is Development Services Directorate, Riverway,
STAFFORD, ST17 3TJ Telephone 01785 - 277247 and also a copy
should be sent to our Area Footpath Secretary , Harry Scott, address
on rear of Stepout.

Mystery Walker

The Ramblers are looking for
“Mystery Walkers” in England and
Wales to carry out a 'light touch"
survey on a 2 mile walk from an
assigned grid square near where they
live.Reports by ‘mystery walkers’
have the potential to benefit the
walking environment in various
ways. The act of merely walking the
paths by itself helps to keep them
open; and reports about the state of
the network provide evidence that the
public are using it, or trying to. They
also help to focus the highway
authority’s attention on localities in
which paths have become neglected;
and ‘good’ reports can be a morale-
booster to hard-pressed council
rights-of-way staff, very many of whom are dedicated and committed
enthusiasts constrained by depleting resources and, sometimes,
councillors who have not yet seen the economy-promoting, health-
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enhancing and environment-improving qualities that a well-funded
and carefully-managed footpath network brings with it.

The data that is then fed back to us can help to create a map of
where the best and the worst places to walk are. It will also give us an
opportunity to put to the test anecdotal evidence that there is a link
between how good a path is and how much you enjoy your walk.

The survey is very easy to carry out and is a great way to spend
an afternoon!

To register or find out more, please visit
http:/ /www.ramblers.org.uk/Campaigns+Policy / Mystery+Walker.htm

Rights of way law in action; Section 53, The Bridestones and You

Way back in the 1930s, Lord Egerton of Tatton closed Bosley
Cloud to the public, giving rise to local fury and debate and eventually
to a legal agreement which re-established rights of way on The Cloud.
In the 1950s, all rights of way were surveyed in preparation for the
production of definitive maps, initiated by the National Parks and
Access to the Countryside Act of 1949. In February 2011, Harry Scott
and I sat in the Victorian splendour of Congleton Town Hall with about
fifty others for two days of intensive examination of evidence into the
existence of a right of way from Cloud Plantation to Bridestones Farm.
Was the expense of time and resources worth it and, more
importantly, how will the eventual decision affect you, a Staffordshire
walker?

If you look at your Explorer Sheet 268 (Wilmslow Macclesfield
and Congleton), south of Bosley Cloud, which is on the Staffordshire
Way, you will see a strange anomaly. A footpath heads south from
Cloud Plantation along a broad ridge. Then for 500 metres or so it
disappears, only to reappear and continue past the Bridestones Farm
to the road. These two cul-de-sac paths are in Staffordshire. So where
is the missing bit? When the definitive map was being prepared,
Staffordshire officials spoke to Cheshire officials to inform them that
they believed the right of way was the other side of the wall i.e.in
Cheshire and would they please put it on the draft map. This never
happened. For years, walkers continued to use the path until new
owners of Bridestones Farm challenged the existence of a right of way
in 1994. A long standing user of the path, a member of the Ramblers,
applied to have the path added to the definitive map, based on
historical evidence and on user evidence for the previous twenty years
(and more). After many ramifications (Cheshire County Council were
still not playing ball), an order was made, the landowner objected, the
order was referred to the Secretary of State and here we all were,
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bright eyed and bushy-tailed in Congleton Town Hall to thrash the
matter out.

And who were we? As promoters of the order, there were the
original applicant and The Peak and Northern Footpaths Society. Not,
alas, The Ramblers. The Peak and Northern had been involved in the
original agreement with Lord Egerton way back in 1938, so perhaps it
was more appropriate that they should be involved. A number of
members of PNFPS, including Harry and me, were there as observers.
As objectors, there were the landowners. Each side had a number of
witnesses to provide the evidence and a solicitor and a barrister to
marshal and present it and to cross- examine. Just to keep the costs
moving upwards, East Cheshire Council had four people there, so that
one of them could say (it took him about three minutes) that ECC were
neutrall

Our promoter was exceptional. His knowledge of the area and
the historical background was second to none. He explained the
relevance of the 1938 Agreement between Lord Egerton, the local
authorities and the PNFPS. Although the subject path was not on land
owned by his lordship, the agreement plan clearly showed the start of
a path from his land identified as "public path to The Bridestones".
There was other historical evidence going back a number of years and
personal evidence of use from him. He then maintained a clear
position through a long cross-examination by counsel for the
objectors, part of which hinged on whether or not the path on the
agreement map could have been going somewhere else (a place called
Drummers Cop which does not appear on any map). Evidence from
path users followed, which was confident, clear and supportive apart
from one heart stopping moment when a very articulate female witness
who knew the landowner's mother who lived at the Bridestones airily
stated that she often used to greet her and ask if it was alright to use
the path! Gulp! (This can legally be construed as asking permission
and therefore imply that use was not believed to be "as of right"). The
objector's counsel did not seem to make hay out of this and our
counsel turned it neatly by suggesting the witness was just being
polite. Whew!

Evidence for the objectors mainly consisted of saying that they
had never seen any walkers on the path, and if they had they would
have told them that no right of way existed and that they could not
proceed. It was interesting and instructive to watch their body
language as they made their statements. Of course, farmers are not
used to being indoors and talking, so that is why they fidgeted so
much! Since alleged use and farming visits to lambs never seemed to
coincide, both counsel explored the probable lengths of time that
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users/farmers would have been mutually visible, without any
convincing conclusions. Star turn for the objectors was a doughty
grey- haired farming lady who would certainly have caused walkers to
flee in terror if their paths had ever crossed.

We all exclaim from time to time about the alleged high fees
that legal professionals earn. I can only say that given the limited time
that both counsel had to prepare their closing statements and the
speed with which they had to be delivered, since nobody wanted to
have to attend on a third day, I was impressed at the comprehensive
nature of their arguments and the way that they were presented. My
brain was certainly hurting by this time, as were my sifting muscles!

So who has the strongest case? As an advocate of rights of way
preservation I find it difficult to be objective. The objector's evidence
was all negative and interpretive i.e. was that path mentioned the
subject path or not, whereas the historical evidence seems to suggest
clearly that a right of way has existed over long periods in the past and
only failure to record it at the appropriate time has occasioned its loss.

So was it worth all that effort and cost? Around about the time
you read this the inspector will give his decision. If he finds for the
objectors, the Bridestones path will be history. If he finds for the
users, take yourself up to Bosley Cloud one May day, with the spring
clouds rolling in across the Cheshire plain, walk south from Cloud
Plantation and decide for yourself.

David Hewitt

Routes
Stoke/Newcastle Group

Our efforts to promote walking by the publication of walks
guides are proving very successful. Although copies of the linear
walks 'Hamps Way' and Manifold Trail' are now sold out, details are
included on the latest White Peak edition of Ordnance Survey Explorer
map. 'Circular Walks Around the Hamps Way' is retailing well from
numerous outlets in Stoke-on Trent, the Staffs Moorlands and Peak
District. 100 copies alone have been sold at the Moorlands village of
Brown Edge. The guide 'Circular Walks along the length of the River
Manifold' is now complete and we are pleased to announce that the
Group have entered into a contract with Sigma Press for its
publication nationally. The publishers are to include the book in their
catalogue for 2011 and the hope is that it will be in the shops early in
that year. In co-operation with Staffs County Council, a further linear
walk of 33 miles has been devised to follow the River Churnet from
Upper Hulme to Rocester. It is intended that its publication, with
accompanying circular walks, will follow in due course.
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Earlier in the year, Cheddleton Parish Council approached me
with a request to produce some walks around their parish.
Subsequently, I and my colleagues have produced a circular walking
guide of 5 walks namely “Circular Walks Around the Parish of
Cheddleton” This is now on sale in the Leek area.

George Shufflebotham, Footpath Co-ordinator, Stoke/Newcastle
Rambl ers.’ Group

Other Groups have promoted their own walks and this is a good way to
encourage walking in your own area.

Treasurer
As some of you know, I
took over as Area Treasurer at
the last AGM. Fortunately my
predecessor had made the
transition easy for me with his
notes and information so
hopefully everything will run as
smoothly as before. However with
access to the internet I am able
to make payments online and
Groups will have received their
budgets via electronic transfer.
Anyone with Area expenses can
receive them electronically if they
wish, all that is required is bank
sort code and account number (It
will be quite safe — I won’t steal
your identity!!) and it saves on
time and postage. One request
Waymarking by Stoke/Newcastle | though, or rather two.
Group on the Hamps Way Sometimes members feel that
because the amounts they claim
are small for that year they do not claim and wait a year or two to
aggregate them over the years and then submit a claim. Whilst this
does not preclude payment it could have an effect on budgeting if
aggregated their claims in the same year so it would be appreciated if
claims were made in the year that they represent. The other is to bear
in mind that the financial year ends in September and that the books
need to be audited so that any claims made during the first month of
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the new financial year can’t be paid until I receive the cheque book
back — but online claims will not be affected.
Peter Matthews

An average Group Walk

As I collate the combined Walks Programme I am always
fascinated by where Groups choose to walk and how far. This year is
no exception and for the period Between January and end of June this
year there are 167 walks between S5 groups listed. This gives an
average of 33 walks per Group. The total number of miles walked is
1259 miles. Walks varied between 3.5 miles and 20 miles giving a
mean distance of 11.5 miles a walk which contrasts strongly with the
average walk which is 7.54 miles. This is fractionally longer than 2009
when the average walk was 7.48 miles. This in turn was half a mile
longer than the previous year. Interestingly the most popular distance
was 9 to 9.5 miles with 29 walks. The next most popular distance was
4 to 4.5 miles with 25 walks ( but 12 of these were evening walks so
could not be longer) and the third most popular being 5 to 5.5 walks
with 22 of those. However walks between 4 and 6.5 miles come to 33
whilst those from 8 to 10.5 number 43. Since in 2009 7 to 7.5 miles
was the most popular distance this suggests that walks are becoming
longer than in the past.

The area chosen to walk remain the same with Cannock Chase
and the Churnet Valley being very popular as well as the Manifold and
Dove Valleys and the Roaches.

For The Bookshelf
Ancient Feet - by Alan Nolan ISBN NO. 978 1906 510 — 978
A tale of blisters, sweat and creaking knees

Five men who are perhaps approaching their sell — by date are
determined to prove age is all in the mind. Together they set off to
walk The Coast to Coast Long Distance Path across England — 190
miles They practise on a diet of pies, pasties and pints of beer down
the pub. They carry far too much weight in their rucksacks.

This is the story of their hilarious adventures with a laugh on
every page. Read it and see if they made it. One of the funniest walking
books for many years that would make an excellent present for
someone who enjoys walking
Marjorie Cashmore
I can vouch for this — and one of the walkers comes from our Area. Ed.
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National Office

The Ramblers Association, 2nd Floor, Camelford House, 87-90 Albert Embankment

London, SE1 7TW. Tel 020 7339 8500

Area Secretary

Graham Evans, 65 Pacific Road, Trentham, Stoke on Trent, ST4 8RS.

gsevans@gsevans.force9.co.uk Tel 01782 642872

Stepout Editor

Peter Matthews, 1 Barbrook Avenue, Longton, Stoke on Trent, ST3 5UG.

peter.matthews20@ntlworld.com Tel 01782 336556

Other useful names and contacts

President Geoff Loadwick, 19 Glebefields, Woodseaves, Staffs, ST20 OLA
g.m.loadwick@btinternet.com Tel 01785 284359

Chairman Graham Rothery,1 Alrewas Rd, Kings Bromley, Burton on Trent,
DE13 7HW chairman@heartofenglandway.orgTel 01543473022

Vice Chairman  Dick Turton, 18 Meadowlands, Shellfield, Walsall, WS4 1TJ

dickturton@talktalk.net Tel 01922 683616

Treasurer Peter Matthews —details as above (Stepout Editor)

Membership Sec Brian Benn, 11 Porlock Avenue, Stafford, ST17 OHS
Brian.benn@ntlworld.com Tel 01785 603646

Footpaths Harry Scott, 48 Langtree Close, Cannock, WS12 3TT
harryscott@btinternet.com Tel 01543 274805

Access Eddie Dawson, 2 Chamberlain Way, Biddulph, Stoke on Trent, ST8
7BB ed020A6226@ntlworld.com Tel 01782 512851

Countryside Vacant

Publicity Vacant

Webmaster David Palmer, 34 Greenfield Road, Stafford, ST17 OPU
Davidjanet34@btinternet.com Tel 01785 661076

Individual Members’ Representatives

Ted Taylor 2 Albany Drive, Rugeley, WS15 2HP Tel 01889 586438

Vera Wilkinson 20 Princefield Avenue, Penkridge, ST19 SHG
Tel 01785 712068

Janet Palmer 34 Greenfield Road, Stafford, ST17 OPU
Tel 01785 661076

Restoration of a footpath
on the Hamps Way. What
a Group can achieve.
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SANDWELL SIX TOWNS CHALLENGE WALK/RUN
Sunday 28 August 20125 or 16 miles routes

In conjunction with Sandwell MBC, Sandwell Ramblers are staging the
second Six Towns Challenge event on Bank Holiday Sunday 28 August

2011 starting and finishing at the Sandwell Show in Sandwell Valley.

The routes include country parks and open spaces with minimal road
walking and make extensive use of the canal system which was the
lifeblood of the Black Country during its heyday. The 26 mile route

visits each of Sandwell 6s Six T
famous Netherton Tunnel (torch essential), recently renovated by British
Waterways at a cost of £230,000.

Refreshments and snacks will be provided at checkpoints and the finish.

Start will be at 8am for 26 miles both walkers and runners,
and 9am for 16 miles both walkers and runners.
All to finish by 8pm.
Entries under 18 to be accompanied by an adult.

The inaugural event in 2010 attracted 93 entrants from far and wide
including London, Lancashire, South Wales, Oxford, Cheltenham and
most pleasingly, a good number from Staffordshire.

For details, see the Notice Board on www.sandwellramblers.org.uk
£5 entrance for both routes which includes free parking for pre entries.
Entries on the day £6.

Applications for entry forms to Tony Potter, Events Manager,
Environment House, Lombard Street, West Bromwich, B70 8RU.
Daytime phone 0121 569 4703. Email tony_potter@sandwell.gov.uk

Next Issue
Will be published mid October. Contributions please by 15th
September.
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